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and complication, with complete and practical descriptions of the 
diagnostic signs and technique in each instance, that the reader 
may obtain valuable information on this disease, which is undoubt¬ 
edly becoming more prevalent. 

A section is given to the study of the pneumococcus infections 
which may occur either independently or coincident with lesions 
in the lungs. In this connection it is urged that the blood culture 
and lumbar puncture be used in all doubtful cases in addition to 
the ordinary methods of diagnosis. Cases are cited in which pneu¬ 
mococcus meningitis and arthritis occurred without any pulmonary 
manifestations of the infection, and were mistakenly diagnosed as 
epidemic meningitis and rheumatism respectively, until blood cul¬ 
tures had been made. 

In the section on treatment the various theories or modes of 
treating pneumonia which have been highly praised are discussed,' 
and a statement of the practical results obtained at the hands of 
others than the discoverers is given. The author states as his opinion 
that no plan of treatment which has been advocated has so far 
proven to be specific in the test of frequent trials in varying places. 
He recommends symptomatic treatment as the method most likely 
to assist and least likely to injure the patient, and says that no 
treatment can be considered specific or thoroughly satisfactory until 
a reliable pneumococcus antitoxin has been perfected. 

F. W. S. 


Essentials of Bacteriology, being a Concise and Systematic 
Introduction to the Study of Micro-organisms. By M. V. 
Ball, M.D. Fifth edition, thoroughly revised by Karl M. 
Vogel, M.D., Assistant in Pathology, College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, Columbia University, New York City. Philadelphia, 
New York, and London: W. B. Saunders & Co., 1904. 

The author and editor have succeeded in bringing together in a 
systematic manner the essentials needed in the study of bacteria. 
The style employed is concise, much of the book being written in 
the form of more or less expanded definitions. 

Part I. consists of general considerations and technique, the 
latter subject being quite fully and well treated, forming the best 
part of the book. In considering the various bacteria, perhaps 
undue space is given to the non-pathogenic varieties, of which about 
thirty are discussed. A special chapter is devoted to the bacteria 
pathogenic for animals, but not for man, and the pathogenic pro¬ 
tozoa are described. In an appendix various technical subjects, 
such as the examinations of air, water and soil, milk, and of the 
organs and cavities of the human body, are briefly discussed, and 
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a tabulation of both pathogenic and non-pathogenic organisms is 
given. The book is 243 pages in length and covers consisely the 
subject of bacteriology with a considerable degree of completeness, 
bringing it in most particulars up to date. G. C. R. 


A Manual of Experimental Physiology for Students of 

Medicine. By Winfield S. Hall, Ph.D., M.D. (Leipzig); 

Professor of Physiology, Northwestern University Medical 

School, etc. Philadelphia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co. 

This book is the published form of a manual which the author 
has used for some years in his teaching. It contains a series of 
experiments which quite thoroughly cover the field of physiology 
as taught to the medical students of to-day. The first chapter is 
on “ Cytology,” and the experiments in it are devised to bring out 
the fundamental activities of single-cell organisms, cilia, and the 
effects of various substances upon simple organic life. Electric 
apparatus is carefully explained in the following chapter dealing 
with the general physiology of muscle and nerve tissue. Chapters 
upon the circulation and respiration, normal haematology, diges¬ 
tion and absorption, vision, the nervous and muscular systems, 
complete the book. 

The method generally employed is to explain first the appliances, 
then describe the methods of preparation and technique of the 
operations, and, lastly, the special points to be observed are given. 

The book, which contains 245 pages, is especially valuable be¬ 
cause, unlike the usual text-book upon physiology, it is stamped 
with the individuality of the teacher. G. C. R. 


Surgery of the Prostate, Pancreas, Diaphragm, Spleen, 
Thyroid, and Hydrocephalus. An Historical Review. By 
Benjamin Merrill Ricketts, Ph.B., M.D. Cincinnati, 1904. 

An index to the surgery of the prostate, pancreas, thyroid, etc., 
would be a more comprehensive name for this book, as its pages 
are principally made up of references chronologically arranged 
from the literature pertaining to these different organs. A chapter 
is allotted to each organ; a brief description of its anatomy, etiology, 
and its pathological conditions are given, and the various surgical 
operations are described. The bibliography comprises the main 
part of the book and shows very careful and exhaustive work on 
the part of the author. C. F. M. 



